Cemetery—Lorenz Interview—10/22/09 

Gustov Lorenz—Bor in Camas, WA—DOD— 

Married Marie Katherine Meyer, who moved to Camas from Baltimore, Mariland when she was 13 years 
old.—-9/16/1920 

Gus and Marie had two children, Howard , and Doris Carey. CDow) 

Gus’ father was Henry Lorenz, of German ancestry, and mother, Anna Karnath. They came to Camas in 
1890. 

Graduated in the first graduating class in Camas with 5 students, served as a Sergeant in the US Army in 
WWI, worked at the Crown Zellerback Paper Mill for 45 years as the Superintendent of Paper Machines. 
His Pay? $1.85 per day. 

He helped organize the first Camas Fire Dept. serving as its first President, was a member of the School 
Board, served for several terms on the City Council, was a charter member of the Camas American Legion 
Post, member of Kiwanis Club, member of the Men’s Garden Club. 

Grew prize Chrysanthemums, winning many awards and ribbons—see sample on tripod. 

Was a Chrysanthemum show judge for many years. 

Planted many of the trees still growing in Crown Park (which was just across the street from his home.) 
Gus, who at age 95, died on the same property on which he was born. Three of Gus’s grandchildren have 
also lived in the family home at NE 17" Ave. 


Marie, who loved to fish, remembers how Hazel Olds and Kit Carey bought a 15-foot rowboat. They 
loved to swim in the mill ditch. 


Howard and his first wife, Bev, had three children, Linda Stoller, who with her husband, Steve, own 
Windermere/Crest Realty, and were chosen as the “Business People of the Year” in 2007. Daughter, 
Courtney married Brandon Roberts and they have a son, Jackson. Their son, Collin Stoller has a son, 
Aiden. Daughter, Karen Lewis, is a Special Education teacher, whose husband Craig, a “car buff’ and 
school counselor at Fort Vancouver High School, died three years ago in a tragic motorcycle accident. 

They have a daughter, Malia, and son, Shawn. 

Son, Steve Lorenz, is in Landscape Design and Construction. He is also a teacher and head of the 
Horticulture Department at Hudson Bay High School in Vancouver. Steve has served for several years as a 
Commissioner on the Camas Parks and Recreation Board. Steve and his wife, Kris, have one son, Joseph, a 
student at Washington State. 


Howard was an active student, playing football, basketball and tennis—even teaching tennis. He was the 
Student Body President of Camas High. His wife, Marilyn noted that Howard had never been spanked as a 
child! , 

After graduation, in 1944, Howard joined the Navy, enrolling in Engineering School in Gulf Port, 
Mississippi, then served in the South Pacific, Formosa, and China Sea as a 3rd class Motor Machinist 
(Diesel Man) aboard the USS Motive, and the Sprig, both mine sweepers. Howard remembers the 
destruction at Anatiwok after the Atomic bomb was dropped, and upon visiting the museum there, saw 
many pictures of the devastation—exact pictures he had taken. Howard loved being in the navy, but after 
? years, decided to enroll at Linfield college where he obtained his business degree in 

Howard was a volunteer fireman, serving as the first president. He still has a special “ear” for the siren, 
holding genuine respect for firefighters. 


He is best known as a popular and respected Realtor, and still remembers the price of homes he sold over 
the years. 

He remembers how he talked a lot of people out of buying a particular house because it was not the right 
one for them. His success was helping people find “just the right home, after all, they weren’t just houses, 
they were homes!” 

Howard’s proudest moment was when he married Marilyn Mowe Powell, August 11, 1990 in Eugene, 
Oregon. Marilyn had attended Camas school, but moved before her junior/senior year. She and Howard 
“reconnected” at a class reunion and soon knew that they were meant to be together—a marriage made in 
Heaven. 

There are more than 88 relatives buried in this cemetery. 


